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Abstract
The cultural interests of young people are a matter of high
priority in any agenda concerned with preparing, protecting
and qualifying young people in all social sectors, among
which the education sector. The latter allows young people
to acquire knowledge and the required skills that enable
them to assume leading roles in society, being equipped
with high levels of culture and education. The importance of
the present study derives from its investigation into the
interests of young people on the one hand, and the
challenges confronting them on the other, in particular, the
challenges brought about by modern culture.

The questions raised and addressed by the present study in

this regard are:

1.  What kind of cultural TV programmes are favoured
by young people, from the viewpoint of the Faculty of
Education Students at almargabUniversity?

2. Are there any statistically significant differences
(0.05 = a) between the response of young people (which

reflect the degree of particular TV programmes) and
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academic programmes-that is, their academic field of
specialization?

3. What particular cultural issues most attract their
research interests, from the viewpoint of the Faculty of
Education students at almargab University?

4.  What kind of challenges have adverse effects on the
education and integration of young people in their
society, from the viewpoint of the Faculty of education
students at almargabUniversity?

To answer such questions, a questionnaire was used to

conduct a study and collect data. The questionnaire was

distributed, at random, on a sample of students at the

Faculty of Education, notably, 403 male and female students

during the academic year 2009-10, representing 8% of the

university community. This sample of students undertook
data analysis and their statistical study, using chi-Square
method.

The study has yielded the following results:

1. Concerning the TV programmes most favoured by young

people, the highest rate has been traced with reference to

entertainment programmes-with girls rating 35%. Next
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come religious TV programme, with boys rating 34.7%.
whereas the lowest percentage has been recorded with
reference to economic programmes, at the rate of 1.7%
only, in favour of male TV viewers.

. Regarding the subjects that most interest young people in
research, the highest percentage has been traced with
reference to the subject of 'society’, at the rate of 44.4%,
and 'human nature' (43.2%), the lowest rate has been
traced with reference to the subject of 'Economics'
(6.9%).

. Concerning the challenges of modern culture and their
adverse effects on the upbringing of children from the
viewpoint of the Faculty of Education students at
almargabUniversity, the challenge represented by
globalization comes top on the list, rating at 55.1%, and
distorting facts, rating at 49.4%. The next two challenges
have been traced to the trivialization of human
consciousness and irrationalism, with each rating at
44.4%. The lowest rate was recorded with reference to
the challenge represented by the development of laser
technology (:9.9%). A number of proposals and
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recommendations will be made in the light of the above

undertaken study.
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MA Candidates' Views towards the Entry Exam and the
Graduate Program
in the Department of English at the Libyan Academy

Abstract

The paper aimed at investigating MA candidate's
views towards the entry exam and the graduate program in
the department of English in the School of Languages at the
Libyan Academy. This was part of the effort to reform and
improve the learning/teaching process in the department. A
questionnaire was distributed to 157 candidates who
attended the entry exam held on November 2014 to admit
students for the academic year 2015. Results show overall
satisfaction with both the entry exam and the MA program.
However, some critical remarks and suggestions were
given. Most of these remarks and suggestions argue for
making more effort to improve the quality of the entry exam
to make it fairer, more valid and more reliable. The ultimate
goal is to have a more effective way of measuring students'
qualifications required to join the MA program.
History of the English language MA programs in Libya

The English department for postgraduate study in the
Libyan Academy was established in 1997 to satisfy the
country's needs for staff members qualified to teach the
English language in the Libyan universities and higher
institutes. It was the first department in the whole country to
offer MA programs in the English language.

At present, the department offers a program in
applied linguistics which includes ten courses some of
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which are related to the nature of the English language
while others are concerned with how to teach it. The
following is a list of these ten courses:

e Syntax

e Morphology

e Syllabus design

e Academic writing

e General linguistics

e Research methodology

e English language testing

e Phonetics and phonology

e Second language acquisition

e English language teaching methodology

In addition to these ten courses, the students are
required to write an MA thesis in order for them to be
granted a master's degree in applied linguistics.

Similar MA programs in the English language are
also found in the branches of the Academy in the cities of
Benghazi, Misurata and Sebha. MA programs in the English
language are also available in some Libyan universities
including the University of Tripoli, the University of Zawia
and the University of Benghazi.

Problem

Hundreds, if not thousands, of students apply to join
the MA programs in the Libyan Academy every year.
However, due to the limited capacity of the Academy, only
a small number of these applicants are admitted. For
example, the English department in the School of languages
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has accepted only 42 students this year from more than 157
applicants. Among those 42 students only a few of them
have passed the entry exam while the others were admitted
to the department because they obtained the marks closer to
the pass mark which is 50 out of 100.

It is apparent from these results that the students have
a low proficiency level which might not be sufficient for
them to join (and do well in) the MA program in the
department. However, the problem cannot be attributed to
the students without scientific evidence. Therefore, this
paper aims to investigate this problem from the point of
view of the candidates themselves regarding the entry exam
and its suitability as a criterion for student selection.
Another thing that will be investigated is the candidates'
views towards the MA program in the Department of
English and especially their reasons for choosing to study in
the Libyan Academy in particular and not in other Libyan
universities. This will eventually help in specifying
problems and trying to find solutions to them. The ultimate
goal is to make a good and suitable environment for the
teaching/learning process in the English department and
other departments in the Libyan Academy and other Libyan
universities with similar circumstances.
Participants

Participants are 157 students applying to join the MA
program in the Department of English and who attended the
entry exam of the year 2015. All of them are BA holders
majoring in English and come from different areas in the
country.
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Data collection

Data of this study was collected using questionnaire.
The questionnaire covered three aspects. The first was
related to general information including average of the BA,
age and gender. The second aspect was the MA program
about which 3 questions were asked. The final aspect was
the entry exam and since it was the major one, 9 questions
were devoted to it.
Data analysis

Data obtained from the questionnaires was analyzed
using quantitative and qualitative approaches. Quantitative
analysis was used to deal with numerical data such as age
and gender. It was also used to know the total number of
participants who chose a certain answer especially in
Yes/No questions or multiple choice questions. Qualitative
data, on the other hand, was used to deal with open ended
questions which required from students to give comments or
to elaborate on certain points. It is believed that both types
of analysis would help in clarifying the situation.
Analysis of questionnaire

As said before, the questionnaire covered three
aspects namely general information, the entry exam, and the
MA program in the department of English in the Libyan
Academy. Therefore, the analysis of the questionnaire will
accordingly be divided into three sections.
1. General information

Students participated in the questionnaire were 157
divided into 103 females and 54 males.
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As for their average in their BA degree, the results
show that 35 students got 'pass', 55 students got an average
of 'good', 47 students obtained an average of 'very good' and
finally the average of 16 students was 'excellent'. 4 students
chose not to give an answer to this question and left it blank
(Throughout the paper percentages containing fractions are
rounded to the nearest full number).

Average in | Pass | Good | Very | Excellent | Missing
BA good values

Number of | 35 55 47 16 4

candidates

Percentage |22% | 35% | 30% 10% 3%

Regarding the age of the participants, the results show
that the age of the majority of them ranged between 20 to 25
years (108 students). The following table shows the range of
age of all the participants:

Age in years 20- | 26- | 31- | 36- | More than
25 30 35 40 40
Number of 108 32 11 4 2
candidates
Percentage 69% | 20% | 7% | 3% 1%

2. MA program

The first question related to this aspect was asked to
those who are more than 40 years old to know about the
reasons that prevented them from joining the program in a
younger age. As mentioned in the previous section, only
two students reported that they are more than 40 years old.
One of them attributed his delay to join the program to
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family reasons while the other said that some people have

disappointed him or let him down.

The second question asked candidates why they

wanted to join the MA program in the English language.

149 answered the question while 8 of them did not. The

following points summarize their reasons for joining the

program:

To improve one's language abilities and skills and to
have a new experience in order to be more proficient
in the English language. (49 students)

To obtain a higher degree or to obtain a doctorate
degree eventually. (43 students)

To broaden and improve one's knowledge and to
increase one's scientific achievement and learning
level. (33 students)

To improve one's self and to reach a higher degree of
success in life. (17 students)

Dream, motivation or desire (16 students)

To be a good citizen in the society and to serve one's
country and to participate in its development with this
degree. (15 students)

To improve the financial position or to have a better
job opportunity. (10 students)

To learn more and to be able to teach more clearly
and correctly other people how to read, write and
speak in English. (5 students)

To improve the professional position. (4 students)
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e To be able to communicate with the outer world. (3
students)

e To benefit from other people's experience and their
scientific efficiency. (3 students)

The following are some of their direct comments:

o "I want to improve myself instead of the boredom
around us as a society as a result of the war and to
increase my living income."

o "Because I love the English language and I wish that
my language will improve if I join the Libyan
academy and finish my study."”

o "I wish to complete my study and continue searching
for everything new in my field."

"I want to achieve my goals and improve my
linguistic abilities."”

"It is the dream of my life.”

The third and final question in this section asked

students about their reasons for choosing to study in the
Libyan Academy and not in any other Libyan university.
Out of the total number which is 157, 142 participants
answered this question while 15 students left it blank. The
following points summarize the reasons given by
participants for choosing to study in the Libyan Academy
and not in the other Libyan universities:

e The reputation and the quality of the academy, or it is
considered the best educational institution in Libya
because of its high scientific level. (57 students)

e Nearness to the students' residency. (27 students)
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e [t is the only place available for postgraduate study at
present. (18 students)

e The high quality of its teachers and their experience. (
17 students)

e The Libyan Academy is the most suitable place for
postgraduate studying. (16 students)

e The Libyan Academy has facilities and it is more
disciplined. (11 students)

e The Libyan  Academy  is internationally
acknowledged. (6 students)

e The graduates of the academy are efficient. (4
students)

e The Libyan Academy is located in a safer and more
settled area. (4 students)

e There is a library which contains English books and
references which is missing in other Libyan
universities. (3 students)

The following are some of their comments:

o "[ trust it and because it has a difficult entry exam."

o "It was my dream to study in the academy since I was
young."

o "Because I trust my country and its people."

e "Because I did not get a job opportunity.”

e "[ have the chance to study abroad, but if we leave
Libya when it needs us, who will build it."

3. Entry exam
The first question related to the entry exam asked
candidates whether this is the first time that they apply to
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the postgraduate program and sit such an exam. 112 gave a
positive answer while 44 gave a negative answer. One
student did not answer this question, however.

Those who gave a negative answer to the previous
question were further asked about the number of times they
had sat the entry exam before. The following table shows
their answers.

Number of times | 2 3 4 Missing Total
values
Number of 34 5 2 2 43
students
Percentage 79% | 12% | 5% 5% 100%

Those students who have previously sat the entry
exam and did not pass it were asked about the reasons that
made them fail. The reasons they gave can be summarized
in the following points:

o "I'don't know." (15 students)

e Lack of preparation for the exam. (9 student)

e The answer was not good enough. (3 student)

e Lack of concentration during the exam. (3 students)

e Bad luck. (3 students)

e Fear from the exam. (3 students)

e The big number of the students sitting the exam
reduces the chance of passing it. (3 students)

e Being late for the exam. (2 students)

e The exam was too hard to pass. (2 student)

e The low level compared with others who attended the
exam. (2 students)
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e Some questions are not clear or difficult (2 students)

e The exam was limited to certain aspects and doesn't
cover all language abilities. (1 student)

e Differences in the syllabuses at universities. (1
student)

e Lack of vocabulary. (1 student)
Students were then asked about their opinion about

the entry exam. The following table shows their answers.

Choices Difficult | Average | Easy | Missing | Total
values

Number of 49 100 3 5 157
students

Percentage 31% 64% 2% 3% 100%

Students were also asked about whether the entry
exam 1is suitable for their university level and their
knowledge abilities. 85 students gave a positive answer
while 62 participants gave a negative answer. However, 10
students left the question unanswered.

Those who gave a negative answer, where further
asked about the reasons which make the entry exam not
suitable for them. They were allowed to choose more than
one option and to give additional reasons if they are not
available in the options given in the questionnaire.

In their answers to this question, 31 students chose
the option that says the level of the exam is higher than what
they have studied at university. 26 students chose the option
which attributes the unsuitability of the exam to the low
level of knowledge achievement of Libyan students in
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Libyan universities. The third reason related the
unsuitability of the exam to the level of the students to the
low level of teachers who taught the candidates at university
and this was chosen by 20 students. Another reason was the
weakness of university syllabus studied by candidates at
university which was chosen by 38 students. The final
reason that was given by the questionnaire was the
widespread of cheating phenomenon which resulted in
graduates who have a level that is lower than is required,
and this option was selected by 18 candidates.

Students were also asked to give other reasons if they
have. The following is a summary of other reasons for the
unsuitability of the entry exam given by 18 candidates:

e There are no distinguished teachers in Libya and they
are not able to choose right syllabuses nor to prepare
good exams. In addition, teachers are not native
speakers of the language.

e All things are not going well in this country and
education 1s no exception. For example, facilities are
only available in the capital universities and not in other
universities of the country.

e There is neither motivation nor encouragement in
Libyan faculties and universities to speak English.
Therefore, most of the students are not able to speak
grammatically correct sentences.

The following are some of their direct comments in this
respect.

e "Due to the fact that I have graduated from university
for years now and I have not had the chance to improve
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my English since then, I do not blame myself for not
answering the exam questions."

o "The questions are excellent and somewhat suitable to
my scientific level. However, the time given did not
allow me to check and revise my answers fairly well."”

o "The most important and basic reason is that I am not
interested in English but I am trying to fulfill the desire
of my late father."”

o "Carelessness and circumstances."

Question 10 asked candidates whether the entry exam
covered all aspects of language. The following table shows
their answers:

Answer Yes | No | Missing value | Total
Students 74 | 73 10 157
Percentage | 47% | 46% 6% 100%

As can be seen from the table, apart from the 10
students who did not give any answer, candidates where
divided almost equally between 'Yes' and 'No'. Those who
chose the 'No' option were further asked to mention the
aspects which were not covered in the exam; however, no
answer was given by them.

The final question in the questionnaire asked
candidates whether they have any suggestions to improve
entry exams in the future. The following table shows the
results of this question:

Answer | Yes | No | Missing value | Total
Students | 53 | 32 72 157
Percentage | 34% | 20% 46% 100%
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The following points summarize the suggestions

given by the 53 students who gave a positive answer to this

question:

Entry exams should be provided through the
internet in the future to give opportunity to all to attend.

Students should be familiarized with the exam in
advance by giving them some idea about the type of
questions used or by providing them with copies of
previous exams.

The exam should be suitable for the different levels
of the students and in harmony with what they have
studied at university. Also, it should consider the
individual differences of the students.

More respect and more time should be given to the
students. Moreover, all exam requirements should be
made available before the exam not during the exam.

Focus in the exam should be on vocabulary and
grammar, then on phonetics.

The number of questions in the exam should be
increased to give more opportunity to the students to
pass the exam. Also, the number of the students
admitted to the academy should be increased to give
more opportunities to students wishing to join
postgraduate studies.

Entry exams should also include interview to assess
the oral-aural abilities of the students which are also
important.
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e There should be more variety in the questions and of the
topics covered in the exam.
Discussion of results

In the discussion of the results, the different sections
of the questionnaire will be dealt with separately.
Accordingly, there will be three subsections: general
information, MA program and entry exam.

1. General information

The data obtained from the questionnaire show that
the number of females is almost double the number of
males. (103 females vs. 54 males). As a teaching staff
member in several Libyan universities and higher
educational institutes, the researcher has observed that
males represent smaller proportions compared to those of
females. This might be attributed to several factors the most
important of which is that graduates from universities and
educational institutes in the country and especially males
find it difficult to get job opportunities related to their
specializations. Therefore, a lot of males tend to quit school
or to search for jobs which do not demand educational
qualifications like BA or MA.

What enhances the above mentioned phenomenon is
the finding related to the age of participants. It was found
that most of the participants are between 20 to 25 year old,
which means that they have graduated from universities
recently and instead of finding a job related to their
university degree, they prefer to join postgraduate studies
possibly because they cannot find job opportunities.
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Regarding their average in BA degree, the results
show that only 35 students obtained pass while the rest
(1.e.118) obtained an average of 'good' and above. However,
this is not reflected in the results of the entry exam in which
only a few students have obtained the pass score while the
rest were admitted to the department because they obtained
the marks closer to the pass mark which is 50 out of 100.
This may indicate the low level of the students in spite of
their high average in their BA degree for several factors the
discussion of which is beyond the scope and space of this
paper. However, it can be mentioned here that a number of
researchers (Abdullah 1972, Kara 1992, Al-Akhdar 2001,
Omer 2014) agree that the level of learning English in
Libyan schools and universities is generally low and that
Libyan learners face difficulties and problems when
learning English because of linguistic, educational, social,
political and economic factors (Abdullah (1972).

2. MA program

When asked about their motivation behind joining the
MA program, the first priority was given to their desire to
improve their language abilities and skills and to have a new
experience in order to be more proficient in the English
language (49 students). The second priority was given to the
desire to obtain a higher degree in the English language (43
participants). A third priority was given to broadening and
improving knowledge and increasing scientific achievement
and learning level (33 participants). Other but less popular
priorities include improving one's self and reaching a higher
degree of success in life (17 students), dream, motivation or
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desire (16 participants), being a good citizen in the society
and serving one's country and participating in its
development (15 participants), and, finally, improving the
financial position or having better job opportunities (10
participants).

It is clear from the result of this questionnaire item
that the majority of the students, by joining the MA
program, aim at improving their English language abilities
and skills and to be more proficient in the English language.
While it is true that the MA program enhances language
skills, it is not meant to teach the basic language skills
including the main four skills: listening, speaking, reading
and writing. Students applying for the MA program are
supposed to have at least some mastery of these skills so
that they can do well in the MA program. For example, they
need some sort of academic competence that would enable
them to read relevant texts fluently in their subject area and
to process oral L2 input during lectures and class
discussions. They also need some proficiency in L2
academic writing in order to show their knowledge in their
assignments and examinations (Troike 2006). As mentioned
above, this might be an indication to the low level
proficiency in the English language among Libyan students
as it has been found by many researchers (e.g., Elabbar
2001, El-Bouseti 2001).

When asked about the reasons behind their choice to
study in the Libyan Academy and not in other Libyan
universities, most of them mentioned that there are
advantages of the Academy behind their choice including its
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reputation and quality (57 participants), the quality of its
teachers and their experience (17 participants), the facilities
and discipline it has (11 students) ,and finally, its library
which contained English books and references not found in
other Libyan universities (3 participants).

However, most of the points mentioned in favor of
the Academy do not mean that the Academy is in a
satisfactory level of quality. The comparison with other
universities in Libya made by participants only gives
relative indications. The researcher has been a staff member
in the academy for a couple of years and his contention is
that the academy is not much better than other Libyan
universities which suffer from lack of facilities and financial
support due to the current unsettled situation in the country.

Other reasons behind the participants' choice of the
Libyan Academy for their postgraduate study include its
nearness to the students' residency (27 students), being the
only place available for postgraduate study at the moment
(18 participants), or being located in a safer and more
settled area. The first and third reasons in particular may be
due to instability and widespread of arms in the country
after the 17th February revolution which caused traveling
and moving from one city to another in the country risky
and dangerous.
3. Entry exam

The first questionnaire item related to the entry exam
asked students whether it was the first time they apply to the
postgraduate program and sit such an exam. 112 participants
gave a positive answer while 44 gave a negative answer.
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Those who gave a negative answer were further asked about
the reasons that made them fail previous sessions.
Interestingly most of the reasons given by participants were
related to the students themselves like lack of preparation
for the exam (9 students), the answer was not good enough
(3 students), lack of concentration during the exam (3
students), bad luck (3 students), fear from the exam (3
students), being late for the exam (2 students), and lack of
vocabulary (1 student). Other two students were more
honest and attributed their failure to their low level
compared with others who attended the exam.

On the other hand, some other participants put blame
for their failure on the exam itself by saying that the exam
was too hard to pass (2 students), some questions were not
clear and difficult (2 students), and, finally, the exam was
limited to certain aspects and does not cover all language
abilities (1 student).

As can be seen from the result of this item, the
number of participants, who think that the exam is not
suitable for them, is very small which cannot be reliable to
make judgments on the suitability of the exam. Therefore, a
further question was needed to clarify the situation. This
question asked participants about the suitability of the entry
exam for their university level and their knowledge ability.
A narrow majority (85 participants) gave a positive answer
while 62 participants gave a negative answer.

Their reasons included the level of the exam being
higher than what they have studied at university (31
participants), low level of knowledge achievement of
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Libyan students in Libyan universities (26 participants), low
level of teachers who taught the candidates at university (20
participants), weakness of university syllabuses studied by
candidates at university (38 participants) and, finally,
widespread of cheating phenomenon which resulted in
graduates who have a level that is lower than is required (18
participants).

Although the result of this question only shows the
situation from the participants points of view, it gives some
indication to the possible reasons behind the low level of the
students including the low level of (some) teachers which
resulted in weakness of syllabuses, and the widespread of
cheating phenomenon as admitted by a considerable number
of the students themselves.

A further question asked students whether the entry
exam covered all aspects of language and students were
divided between a positive answer (74 participants) and a
negative answer (73 participants). Those who gave a
negative answer were further asked about the language
aspects that have not been covered in the exam but
unfortunately no answer was given.

At the end of the questionnaire students were asked to
give suggestions to improve entry exams in the future. Their
suggestions included familiarizing the students with the
exam and the nature of questions before sitting the exam,
giving more time and increasing the number and variety of
questions to give more opportunities to the students. Some
students also suggested providing the entry exam through
the internet to give opportunity to all students who want to
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attend. Others suggest including interviews to assess the

oral aural abilities of the students which, they think, are also

important.

Conclusion and recommendations

This paper aimed at investigating MA candidate's
views towards the entry exam and the graduate program in
the department of English at the Libyan Academy. The
research was motivated by the need for improving both
entry exams and the graduate program in the Department of

English in the School of Languages at the Libyan Academy

and in similar departments at the Libyan universities. The

results show overall satisfaction expressed by the
participants of the questionnaire with both the entry exam
and the MA program in the department of English.

However, some critical remarks and suggestions were given

by the participants that should be taken into consideration in

order to make the necessary reforms. Some of these
suggestions and others are included in the following
recommendations:

e The Department of English should make some effort to
improve the quality of the exam by, for example
including sections related to the four language skills:
listening, speaking, reading, and writing in order for the
test to reflect the overall proficiency of the students in
the English language which in turn will have a positive
effect on the learning process as a whole.

e Admission to the department should not only be
conditional on passing the entry exam but also on
passing an interview successfully; postgraduate study
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does not only require mental knowledge related to the
field of study but other personal traits relates to such
things as behaviour and state of health are also required.

e The country should pay more attention to and take more
care of the postgraduate programs in the whole country
by providing the necessary financial support needed in
the educational institutions to improve the quality of the
learning /teaching process by making facilities and
related services like libraries, laboratories, and internet
service available for all students and teaching staff
members.

e Special and cooperative efforts should be made by both
the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research to reform the
educational system, especially with regard to providing
alternatives to less academically inclined students,
giving regular training courses to teachers and staff
members, and above all, strictly applying study
regulations and laws especially those related to
examinations and assessment.

To conclude, this paper is a trial to shed light on the
situation related to entry exams and MA programs in the
Department of English at the Libyan Academy. The
investigation has shown that, in spite of the contention that
the Academy is relatively better in many respects than other
institutions in the country, reform is urgently required to
improve the quality of the input (students admitted to the
academy) as well as the output (students graduated from the
academy).
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Résumé

Nous essayons dans cet article de parcourir les
caractéristiques linguistiques des langues afroasiatiques en
présenter un apercu et apporter des explications qui jouent
ou ont joué¢ un role important dans le développement de ce
secteur de recherche. Mais avant d’entamer la description
linguistiquedes languesafroasiatiques avec toutes ses
variétés anciennes et modernes au cours des époques, il
nous parait essentiel d’aborder quelques ¢éléments
fondamentaux qui aident a comprendre 1’espace historique
de I’évolution de ces langues. Il nous faut nous tourner vers
la classification des langues afroasiatiques ou (chamito-
sémitiques). Ici, D’objectif est de situercertains aspects
linguistiques communs de ces langues.Nous nous proposons
¢galement d’établir une comparaison générale des différents
groupes de ces langues afin de rassembler les points

communs. Pour ce faire, nous rappelons bri¢vement
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I’histoire des langues afroasiatiques, leur structure et la
particularité de chaque groupe appartenant a cette famille.
Approche historique des langues afroasiatique
(chamito-sémitiques)

La littérature sur I’histoire de la famille afroasiatique est
vaste et abondante. Parmi les auteurs ayant principalement
travaillé sur cette famille figurent (Greenberg, 1952 ;
Carleton, 1983 ; Cohen, 2002 ; Hayward, 2004 ;Zaborski,
2006 ;Vanhove, 2011) et d’autres qui ont pu cerner leurs
travaux sur I’une des langues afroasiatiques. Ce nom a été
généralement adapté apres la classification des langues
africaines proposée par le linguiste Greenberg en
1952.Vanhove(2011 :237) a  décrit les  domaines
géographiques de la langue afroasiatique, indique que ces
langues concernent un vaste territoire s’étendant du Proche-
Orient jusqu’aux rivages de ’océan Atlantique, en Afrique
du Nord, en passant par la région sahélienne et les zones

voisines de I'Asie occidentale. Selon EkkenardWollf [article
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en ligne'], il existe environ 250 langues afroasiatiques
parlées aujourd’hui pour un total de 250 millions de
personnes : 150 millions d’entre elles sont locutrices de
I’arabe tandis que les autres sont rattachées a d’autres
langues, du type couchitique ou tchadique.La carte (1)
montre visiblement les frontiéres des aires géographiques de

chacune de ces familles.

About 250 Afro-Asiatic languages are spoken today by a total of
approximately 250 million people. Numbers of speakers per
language range from about 150 million, as in the case of Arabic, to

only a few hundred, as in the case of some Cushitic and Chadic

languages.[Encyclopaedia  Britannica ~ Online]
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Carte 1 : La distribution géographique des langues
afroasiatique’
La classification typologique de ces familles élaborée par la
littérature distribue généralement les langues afroasiatiques
en cing ou six groupes : sémitique, €gyptien, couchitique,
tchadique, berbére et omotique. Cette classification est la
plus acceptée actuellement. L’histoire des langues
afroasiatiques au cours des années a laiss€¢ apparaitre
quelques évolutions importantes : ainsi certaines langues
sont toujours connues, tel I’akkadien’ et I’éblaite. En
revanche, certaines langues disparues ont laissé des traces,

comme I’ancien libyen.

?Source : Encyclopadia Britannica Online.

*  L'akkadien (lisanumakkaditum) est une langue sémitique qui fut parlée
du IVe au Ier millénaire av. J.-C. Elle se divise en deux dialectes : le babylonien,
au sud de la Mésopotamie

L'éblaite est une langue sémitique parlée entre le XXIVe et le XXIlIIe siécle av.
J-C. dans la ville d'Ebla, en Syrie centrale. Elle nous est connue par la
documentation en écriture cunéiforme retrouvée dans cette ville. C'est donc avec
l'akkadien la plus ancienne langue sémitique connue.

Source : http:/fr.wikipedia.org/
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Langues Afroasiatiques

I
1 | ] 1 1

Semutique Egyptien Couchitique | Tchadique Berbere

Figure 1 : L’arbre des langues Afroasiatiques d’apres
Greenberg 1952°
Avant de réunir les ¢éléments communs aux langues
afroasiatiques, nous souhaitons exposer, en quelques lignes,
les caractéres particuliers de chacun des types pré-cités.
Nous nous appuyons, a cet effet, sur les nombreux travaux
qui traitent des branches des langues afroasiatiques, dont
ceux de (Hayward, 2004 ; Zaborski, 2006). Ces auteurs ont
pu fournir les caractéristiques spécifiques a chaque groupe
de cette famille, au travers d’explications trés courtes mais
trés riches. De ces travaux, nous nous permettons d’en

récapituler les éléments suivants :

* Cité par Benhamd et Darlu(2003)
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e Les langues tchadiques :

Selon une étude menée par (Newman, 1992), environ 140

langues tchadiques sont parlées essentiellement en Afrique,

notamment au Nigeria, au nord du Cameron et au Tchad.

Parmi les langues les plus connues figure 1’haoussa (Cf.

carte (1), Hayward (2004) a divisé les langues tchadiques en

4 groupes :

- les langues tchadiques occidentales regroupant 4
langues : haoussa, ankwé, angas et pero ;

- les langues biu-mandara regroupantle mafa et le
mougoum ;

- les langues tchadiques de I’est comprenant les langues
suivantes : angaléat, bidiyo, maigaama, toumak et
soumary ;

- les langues  masarassemblant  trois  langues :
egmoussey, massana et zimé.

e L’égyptien ou égypto-copte :

Selon I’explication de (Vanhove, 2011 :238), la présence de

cette langue est attestée sur plus de quatre millénaires et

demi, depuis I’ancien égyptien jusqu’au copte. Elle disparait
seulement de 1’usage parlé au XVIII® siecle. L’égyptien fut
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utilisé depuis le delta du Nil jusqu’en Nubie. La littérature
fournit plusieurs termes précisant I’évolution de cette langue
au cours des époques et des usages :

- L’ancien égyptien (3100-2000 av. J.-C.) désigne les
inscriptions sur des monuments royaux et privés des V° et
VI siécles ;

- Le moyen égyptien (2000-1300 av. J.-C.) ;

- Le néo-égyptien ou égyptien tardif (1300-1070) désigne
la langue officielle et judiciaire ;

- Le démotique et le copte. Ce dernier, apparu pour la
premiére fois au III° siécle aprés J.-C., comprenait
plusieurs dialectes et empruntait de nombreux €éléments
lexicaux au grec.

e Le berbére ou libyco-berbere :

Comme nous I’avons mentionné précédemment, le berbere,

avant ’arrivée des Arabes, était déja installé dans toute

I’ Afrique du Nord, de I’Atlantique jusqu’a I’Egypte. Sur

I’origine du berbére, nous en avons donné des ¢léments

d’explication au travers de 1’exposé de la situation de la

Libye avant I’Islam présenté plus haut. Pour plus de détails,
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voyons par exemple (Basset, 1960 ; Servie, 1990 ; Hayward,

2004) distingue quatre variétés de la langue berbére :

des variétés parlées du nord-ouest du Maroc jusqu’en
Libye en passant par 1’Algérie septentrionale et la
Tunisie, comptant chacune 2 a 3 millions de locuteurs ;
des variétés isolées parlées en Libye orientale et dans
'oasis de Siwa en Egypte comprenant entre autres
I’awyilha ;

des wvariétés du Sahel saharien parlées par des
communautés ¢éparpillées sur un territoire en grande
partie désertique regroupant les zones situées au sud de
I’ Algérie, au Niger, au Mali et au Burkina Faso.

une variété parlée au sud-ouest de la Mauritanie entre
Mederdra et la cote atlantique, appelée zenaga.

Les langues Couchitiques :

D’aprés la carte (1) nous constatons que ces langues
peuvent étre classées sous six groupes de langues :

le couchitique de nord, qui contient une seule variété : le
bedawi, parlé au Soudan, en Egypte et en Erythrée ;

le couchitique central qui désigne toutes les langues

d’Agaw, parlées au nord-ouest de 1'Ethiopiec et en
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Erythrée. Les spécialistes dans ce domaine distinguent
quatre variétés vivantes : le bilin, le kemant et kwara, le
xamatanga et I’awngi ;

- le couchitique oriental concerne le centre de 1'Ethiopie
méridionale. Ce groupe contient quatre variétés : burji,
sidamo, kambata et hadiyya. Ce groupe est d’ailleurs
subdivisé en plusieurs sous-groupes. Pour plus de détails,
voir I’explication de (Hayward, 2004 :98).

e La langue de ’Omotique :

Cette langue fait partie des langues parlées dans I’est de

I’ Afrique, principalement en Ethiopie. Selon

(Hayward2004), cette langue peut étre subdivisée en sous-

familles, du nord et du sud :

- lenord-omotique comprend deux variétés : la premiére est
le dizoid, qui comprend trois variétés parlées au sud-ouest
de I’Ethiopie (ledizi,lenayi,et lesheko). La deuxiéme est
le gonga-gimojan avec également plusieurs variétés. (voir
Hayward 2004 :100).

- le sud-omotique regroupe cinq variétés parlées

couramment : I’aaro, le hamer-banna, le karo et ledime.
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e Les langues sémitiques :

Nombreuses €galement sont les études traitant des langues

sémitiques. Parmi elles, celles de (Hetzron, 1972 et

1997 ;Caquot, 2002 ; Cohen, 2002 ; Rainer, 2009) etc. Tous

les spécialistes reconnaissent 1’existence de trois sous-

groupes au sein des langues sémitiques : ainsi ’on distingue
celles du nord-est, du nord-ouest et du sud. Dans le méme
sens, Cohen (2002) a divisé les langues sémitiques en deux
grandes branches : le sémitique oriental et le sémitique

occidental du nord. A la suite de (Hetzron, 1972 : 15-16),

qui a donné la structure géographique de chacun des

groupes, nous résumons briévement ces structures qui
concernent :

- la sous-famille du nord-est se compose de I’akkadien qui
désignait la langue des anciennes civilisations assyrienne
et babylonienne.

- le groupe des langues sémitiques du nord-ouest se divise
en deux branches, la branche centrale contenant
I’araméen, sous ses deux formes, ancienne et moderne, et
la branche du sud composée d’une partie du cananéen,
représentant un groupe disparu des langues proche-
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orientales tels que le phénicien et 1’hébreu « biblique ».
La troisieme branche centrale du sud est globalement
constituée de I’arabe, avec ses variétés qui feront 1’objet
d’un développement dans le prochain point.

- le sud sémitique comporte le sudarabique et 1’éthio-
sémitique. En ce qui concerne le sudarabique ou ancien
arabe du sud, la littérature historique indique que cette
langue présentait des variétés anciennes disparues datant
du VlIlle siécle av. J.-C. comme le sabaic, le minéic,
le qatabanic et l'hadramitic. Pour 1’éthio-sémitique, la
revue bibliographique indique que ce groupe est constitué
de la branche de I’éthiopien du nord, comprenant
¢galement la langue du gi’iz, et de la branche de
I’¢thiopien du sud. Pour plus d’informations sur ces
variétés, voir (Hayward, 2004 :98; Caquot, 2002 ;
Cohen, 2002).

La classification que nous reprenons ici est basée sur

certains traits linguistiques communs et sur des

convergences. Les linguistes qui se penchent sur les langues
afroasiatiquesutilisent un ensemble de méthodes avec
lesquelles ils peuvent comparer des langues a la fois
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modernes et anciennes. Pour établir des liens génétiques
entre des groupes linguistiques, ils appliquent ces méthodes
dans le cadre d’une analyse systématique des
caractéristiques phonétiques et phonologiques, ainsi que des
vocabulaires, des syntaxes et des grammaires.

Dans le prochain point, nous proposons une breve
comparaison de ces langues sur les plans phonétique et
phonologique, en particulier d’aprés leurs caractéristiques

consonantiques et vocaliques.

Proto-sémitique
Seémitique Eblaite Sémitique
occidental oriental
Nord-Ouest Centre Nord-Est Sud W
Ougaritique Araméen Assyrien  Babylonien
/C%ahéen\%orrite Arabe Sémiﬁqu}nﬁm&l
Phénicien Ancien Hébreu Moabite Ethic;pique Sudarabique
- punique  canangen /\
Guéze Proto-amharique

Figure2 : Arbre linguistique des langues sémitiques’

*Source : fr.wikipedia.org
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Les caractéristiques phonologiques communes des

langues afroasiatiques
Dans le cadre de cette comparaison nous nous appuyons sur

un grand nombre d’études traitant des caractéristiques
phonétiques de chacune des languesafroasiatiques. Selon
ces auteurs, la plupart de ces derni¢res partagent un
ensemble de consonnes ou voyelles dépendant de la nature
de chaque langue. Premiérement, sur le plan des structures
vocaliques, la littérature montre que ces langues comportent
un petit nombre de voyelles qui sont généralement au
nombre de trois, réalisées sous des quantités longues ou
bréves. Bien évidement, ces voyelles comportent des
variations d’une langue a I’autre. A titre de comparaison,
prenons différents exemples. Ainsi le haoussa, une des
langues appartenant a la branche tchadique, posséde selon
(Caron, 2011) cinq timbres fondamentaux pour trois degrés
d’aperture : [1/i1, w/uu/, e/ee/, o/oo, a/aa]. En revanche, selon
(Oreéal, 2011), I’égyptien possede trois timbres vocaliques :
[1/1:, a, a: uwu:]. Mesguish (2011 :288) qui s’est aussi
intéress€¢ aux timbres vocaliques des langues sémitiques,

rapporte que ces langues possédent généralement trois
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timbres et deux quantités [i/i:, a, a:, u/u:]. Si nous nous
rapportons a 1’arabe, nous constatons que ce dernier ne
possede que trois timbres vocaliques : [1/i:, a, a:, u/u :]. Cela
dit, de trés nombreux dialectes arabes sont caractérisés par
quatre ou cing voyelles (Cohen, 2002).
Mesguish(2011 :321) reléve que le systéme vocalique de
I’hébreu de Tibériade comporte sept graphémes: [i, e,
¢,1,0,0,a]. Simeone-Senelle (2011) note que le systéme
vocalique des langues sudarabiques modernes est semblable
a celui des langues sémitiques, avec un enrichissement de la
gamme des timbres : [e, ¢, o, ¢]. Hayward(2011: 385), a
travers I’examen qu’il fait du gamo, I'une des langues
omotiques, dénombre pour cette langue cinqg voyelles
[1,u,a,e,0] et deux semi-voyelles [y, w].

Par ailleurs, tous les auteurs traitant du systeme
consonantique des langues afroasiatiques indiquent des
rapprochements et des ressemblances. Caractérisé par une
forte richesse, ce systéme comporte ainsi pres de vingt-sept
phonémes.Cohen(2002), dans son travail consacré au
mécanisme de la réalisation de ces consonnes, indique

qu’une partie importante de ces phonémes est articulée a des
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points postérieurs extrémes de 1’appareil phonatoire. Le fait
le plus marquant concernant les langues afroasiatiques
semble é&tre l'existence de deux consonnes vélaires, deux
laryngales et deux pharyngales qui se réalisent de maniére
différente selon la nature de la variété, c'est-a-dire soit
¢jective pharyngalisée, soit rétroflexe ou soit encore
implosive. Caron(2011) distingue ainsi trente-trois
consonnes pour le haoussa, et davantage selon les dialectes.
I ajoute qu’il existe wune opposition tripartite :
sourd/sonore/glottalisé. Selon cet auteur, ce dernier terme
ressemble aux emphatiques des langues sémitiques.
S’agissant de I’égyptien, Oréal(2011), qui a examiné le
systtme consonantique de cette langue, dénombre entre
vingt-quatre et vingt-six consonnes et glides selon les
inventaires. Nous pouvons distinguer dans cette langue : les
consonnes occlusives sourdes [p,z,¢,k,q,”] et sonores comme
[b,d, j,g]; les spirantes sourdes [fs]; les alvéole-palatales
[$ ¢, x, h] ; les sonores [z,?] ; les liduides [m et n,; r; et R, []
et les glides, [w ef j]. De la langue sémitique, Mesguish
(2011) en a décrit la nature des consonnes emphatiques :

elle indique que les emphatiques sont produites comme les
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¢jectives glottalisées de 1’éthiopien et du sudarabique
moderne mais sont prononcées de mani¢re pharyngalisée en
arabe ainsi que dans une autre variété sémitique centrale.
Selon (Simeone-Senelle, 2011) les sudarabiques possédent
un systeme vocalique proche de celui reconstruit pour le
sémitique commun. Pour la variété gamo, Hayward(2011)
indique que le systeme consonantique de cette variété
présente la plupart des traits communs aux langues
afroasiatiques du sud de I’Ethiopie, ¢’est-a-dire un systéme
triadique d’occlusives et de séries sonores, sourdes et
glottalisées.

Ainsi, nous constatons qu’au niveau phonologique, certaines
caractéristiques des langues afroasiatiques permettent
d’effectuer certains rapprochements, notamment sur le plan

des deux systémes consonantiques et vocaliques.
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